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University STEM Academy Students Conduct DNA Testing
Secondary school students,
enrolled in the University of California, Riverside STEM Academy
program, took part in a valuable
educational experience on Saturday, January 7, 2017. The
program, which meets on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m., provided students an opportunity to participate in a
DNA test taste, which allowed
each student to assess his or her
hereditary tastes for bitter or
tasteless.
Phenylthiocarbamide (PTC),
also known as phenylthiourea
(PTU), is an organosulfur thiourea containing a phenyl ring. It
has the unusual property that it
either tastes very bitter or is virtually tasteless, depending on
the genetic makeup of the taster. The ability to taste PTC is
often treated as a dominant genetic trait, although inheritance
and expression of this trait are
somewhat more complex. Most
people find the chemical known
as PTC, very bitter, but 25% cannot taste it at all. The two
groups have different taste receptors on their tongues. Analysis of a 48,000 year-old bone
shows that the genetic variation
responsible for this difference
also existed in Neanderthals.
The ability to taste the chemical
would help individuals avoid eating
large quantities of toxic plants. But
the researchers say the fact that the
recessive form of the gene has survived in modern humans must mean that there is some genetic advantage in not being able to
taste bitter flavors.
Dr. Carolyn Murray, founder of the STEM Academy , started the program in an effort to promote an interest in STEM careers
among African-American students. The successful program is now in its third year. For more information about the University
STEM Academy please visit Universitystemacademy.com.

Super Expo Celebrates Black History and Culture
The Black Chamber of Commerce Inland Empire (BCCIE) held its 2nd Annual
Black History Super Expo on Saturday,
February 4, 2017. The Mardi Gras
themed event took place at Court
Street Square in San Bernardino, and
featured hundreds of Inland Empire
businesses, community organizations
and government agencies.
Food vendors, artists and retailers
showcased their talents, while networking and mingling with residents of
the community. “I am glad our sorority
participated in this event, “said Deborah Moore, President of Theta Pi Sigma
Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority,

Picture A: (left to right) Jason O’Brien, Errol Campbell and James McGill
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
Picture B: (left to right) Joanne Loveless, Shannon O’Brien and Deborah
Moore of Theta Pi Sigma Chapter of
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.
Picture C: (left to right) BCCIE Members Jacquene Richardson, Tammy
Martin-Ryles, Tamara Ellison, Diana
McKee and Sharon Barnes.

Inc. “Everything was great . . . the
food, entertainment and people.”
Many local dignitaries were in
attendance as well, including Dr. Margaret Hill, Gwendolyn Rodgers and
Abigail Medina of the San Bernardino
City Unified School Board, Dina Walker of the Rialto Unified School Board
and Jason O’Brien, Sr. of the Fontana
Unified School Board. Jason O’Brien
also received recognition from the
BCCIE as the first African-American
male elected to the Fontana School
Board.
To learn more about BCCIE visit
https://www.facebook.com/
blackchamberofcommerceIE/

The San Bernardino City Unified School District’s Department of Student Services has launched a new program for
elementary and middle school girls. The program is titled Discovering the New Me, and it aims to bolster the selfesteem and confidence of girls, through lesson plans that utilize self-affirmations and artistic expression.
Tamara Ellison Ministries and Children’s Resources, Inc. partnered to launch the ten-week pilot which provides communication strategies for sound decisions, self-regulation and respect. “As the lead workshop facilitator, my goal is to
show the girls patience, kindness, and understanding, while helping them to realize their value and self-worth,“ says
Tamara Ellison. “We identify positive adjectives for the girls to use when referring to themselves, as we want to make
words such as intelligent, amazing and awesome a regular part of their vocabularies.”
Girls in the program meet weekly for an hour, and enjoy snacks, stories and activities. Recently they each designed
super hero masks to reflect their inner power and ability to excel beyond artificial barriers that are often put upon
them. “We find ourselves having to set up extra early for the workshops because the girls run so fast to arrive after
the bell, “ says Shannon O’Brien, Co-facilitator.
To learn more about Discovering the New Me visit www.tamaraellison.com.

Inland Empire youth ages 11-17 and their parents are invited to
join the Theta Pi Sigma Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority,
Inc. for its 20th Annual Youth Symposium – “Youth Investment:
Building a Future for Impactful Leaders.”
This year’s goal is to build youth leadership by encouraging civic
engagement, healthy lifestyle choices and participation in peer-to
-peer community service to better equip them to positively embrace and take charge of their futures.
Scheduled for Saturday, March 11, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Kaiser High
School in Fontana, the symposium features four strands of workshops and activities: 1. STEM Careers, 2. Fitness and Healthy Living, 3. Financial and Wealth Management and 4. Literacy. Rap,
Rhythm and Rhyme Workshop's Erik Cork will be the special keynote speaker.
This year’s event is co-sponsored by the Fontana Unified School
District, Children's Resources, Inc. and RunJumpThrow (Hershey/
USATF). Breakfast and lunch will be provided, as well as sessions
for parents. There is no cost for participation, but preregistration is required by visiting Eventbrite.

Certificates Awarded!
Register via text or voice mail
at (909) 278-8063

School

Warm Springs Elementary
SBCUSD
Henry Elementary
SBCUSD

February 2017

March 2017

April 2017

24th

3rd

28th

9:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

9:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

9:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

27th

6th and 13th

3rd and 10th

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
.

Pacific High School
SBCUSD
Cortez Elementary
PUSD

4th, 11th, 18th and 25th
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
13th
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

