
   The Riverside Alumni Chapter (RAC) of Kappa Alpha 

Psi Fraternity, Inc. hosted its annual College Signing 

Day event on Saturday, June 11, 2016 at El Torito 

Restaurant Riverside Plaza, Riverside, CA.  The College 

Signing Day event is a national initiative of Kappa Al-

pha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated, where high school 

seniors are recognized by their families and communi-

ty in the same manner as that of a college athlete 

signing to a professional sports team. The intent is to 

celebrate the young men's pursuit of higher education 

and their acceptance into college. 

   Each of the eight young men, who were honored for 

their academic achievement and acceptance to univer-

sities, received the Chapter’s $1,000 individual schol-

arship award.  

   Parents, friends, relatives, mentors and other sup-

porters applauded the recent graduates and wished 

them well. The award recipients have elected to at-

tend the following univer-

sities: 

Mr. Halbert Beaver – 
Pennsylvania State 
University; Mr. Kamal 
Bilal –University of 
Redlands; Mr. Chris-
tian Coston – Califor-
nia Baptist University; 
Mr. Allen M. Finley – 
California State Uni-
versity, East Bay; Mr. 
Ryan Laudermilk – 
Brown University; Mr. 
TreVaugh Samuels – 
California State Uni-
versity, Pomona; Mr. 
Adetola Soyemi – Cali-
fornia State Universi-
ty, San Diego and Mr. 
Taylor Aaron Williams 
– California State Uni-
versity, Bakersfield.  

   Aaron Smith, a recipient of the 2015 RAC College 

Signing Day scholarship, returned from New York Uni-

versity to share advice with the 2016 award recipients.  

“A good support system is important in college,” said 

Aaron.  “My advice is to get involved in campus activi-

ties, and make sure you stay in touch with family and 

friends back home.” 

   RAC members Philip Murray, Program Chair, Samuel 

Gibbs, Committee Member and Polemarch Demarius 

Carmichael congratulated the parents on a job well 

done.  “These young men are on the way to accom-

plishing even greater things,” said Carmichael.  “RAC 

Kappa Alpha Psi encourages everyone to spread the 

word about its Guide Right mentoring and College Sign-

ing Day programs, to promote greater participation and 

support.” 

   For more information about RAC Kappa Alpha Psi visit 

www.rackapsi.com.   
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Students of the Valley Star Community Service summer program, Promoting Resiliency in 
African American Children, received book bags and school supplies from Sigma Gamma Rho 
Sorority’s Operation Big Book Bag, an international program. 

   The Theta Pi Sigma Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, 

Inc. hosted Operation Big Book Bag, its international program 

of over sixty years, on Thursday, July 14, 2016 at Jefferson 

Hunt Elementary in San Bernardino, CA.  The program comes 

on the heels of the recent tragedies in San Bernardino, where 

elementary student Travon Williams, age 9, was murdered 

along with his father and family friend outside a liquor store 

on July 11, 2016.  “We wanted to show up for the children in 

the community to remind them that we are here to support 

them, as they attempt to grapple with this senseless crime and 

move forward towards the healing process,” says Sigma Gam-

ma Rho Sorority member and lead event organizer, Shannon 

O’Brien.  

   Fifteen students of the Valley Star Community Services 

program titled Promoting Resiliency in African American 

Children received fully packed book bags that contained an 

abundance of school supplies, which ranged from pens and 

markers to paper and composition notebooks.  The pro-

gram provides mental health, black history education and 

mentoring services to African-American children between 

the ages of 5-11 and their families in the San Bernardino 

City Unified School District.   The items were donated by 

Walmart in support of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority’s pro-

gram and community partnerships with Valley Star, 

Children’s Resources, Inc.  and the San Bernardino 

City Unified School District.   

   Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. is an international, 

nonprofit community service organization that con-

tinues to grow through sisterhood, scholarship and 

service.   The sorority has more than 500 chapters in 

the United States, Bahamas, Bermuda, Canada, Ger-

many, Korea and the Virgin Islands.   For more than 

90 years, members have worked to enhance the 

quality of life for their families, friends and neigh-

bors, and are committed to “Greater Service, Greater 

Progress.” 

Sorority Reaches Out to San Bernardino Children in Wake of Recent Tragedy 



White Party Fundraiser Yields Fun for Purpose 

Pictured above left to right —Christine Potter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc., A.C. 
Campbell of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and Tawiah Finley of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. 
show their support for the Riverside Alumni Chapter of Kappa  Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 

   The Riverside Alumni Chapter (RAC) of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. hosted its annual White 
Party fundraiser at the Riverside Convention Cen-
ter on the evening of Saturday, August 6, 2016.  
The organization, which provides mentoring pro-
grams and scholarships to African-American 
males in the Inland Empire, welcomed an A-List of 
educators and dignitaries, including Gwendolyn 
Rodgers of the San Bernardino City Unified School 
District Board of Education and Tammy Martin-
Ryles, President of the Inland Empire Black Cham-
ber of Commerce.  

   Guests danced to the latest hip hop and R&B 
tunes, after sampling hors d’oeuvres and being 
entertained by comedians.  “Everyone was beau-
tiful and dressed like a fashion show,” said guest 
Ruben Chavira, retired member of the Compton 
Police Department. 

   Funds raised from the event are used in support 
of the youth programs and scholarships spon-
sored by RAC Kappa Alpha Psi, Inc.   



Social Lites Celebrated for 60 Years of Service 

Pictured below— Members of the Riverside Alumni Chapter of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., Anthony Thomas (left) and Jason O’Brien, Sr. 
(right).  The Fraternity made a donation to the Social Lites scholarship 
fund. 

Pictured above— San Bernardino City Council Member, 
Bessine Littlefield Richard (left) and Social Lite member, 
Helen Thomas. 

   San Bernardino community members and 
friends gathered together on Saturday, August 
20, 2016 to recognize and celebrate the 60th An-
niversary of the Social Lites, Inc. nonprofit organi-
zation.  The gala took place at the National Or-
ange Show in San Bernardino, CA. 

   Since its inception in 1956, the organization has 
contributed over $1.2 million in scholarships and 
awards to deserving students.  One of the organi-
zation’s well known programs is the Beautillion, 
which is a series of classes designed to uplift and 
assist young men in preparation for education 
beyond high school.  Graduates of the Beautillion 
include former San Bernardino City Councilmem-
ber, Rikke Van Johnson and San Bernardino City 
Unified School District Board Member, Danny Till-
man.  Both were in attendance at the gala. 

   In addition to fundraising for scholarships, the 
Social Lites perform community service and en-
gage in civic causes.  Earlier this year, the organi-
zation received the Citizens of Achievement 
Award from the San Bernardino League of Wom-
en Voters. 

Pictured above—Members of the San Bernardino Valley Chapter of the 
Links, Inc., Dana Kearney (left), Angela Mixon Hobbs (center), and Chan-
tal Anderson-Witherspoon (right). 




